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This is an Information Disclosure Statement filed in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98. 

Attached is a Form PTO/SB/08 identifying each of the seven (7) references cited in 
the International Search Report issued by the European Patent Office on March 18, 2004 in 
connection with the above-identified International Application. As can be seen from the 
enclosed copy of that Search Report, two of the cited references are indicated as being in 
Category Y, while the remaining references are cited as defining the general state of the art 
but not of particular relevance, i.e., Category A. 

No copy of any of the identified references cited in the International Search Report is 
enclosed since copies are presumed to already be in the file due to having been forwarded 
by the European Patent Office as a result of an existing treaty. However, if no such copies 
of the references are in the file and a copy of one or both of these references is desired, 



June 6, 2005 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



- EFS-Web Receipt date: 06/06/2005 



# 10/537769 

JC17Rec'dPCT/FT0 0 6 JUN 2m 



please request a copy of the desired reference from undersigned counsel and it will be 
supplied. 

Attached Form PTO/SB/08 also identifies two references cited and discussed with 
regard to their relevance on pages 1 and 2 of the present application. Copies of these two 
references are attached. 

Finally, attached Form PTO/SB/08 also identifies three German references cited in 
an Office Action dated May 23, 2004 issued by the German Patent Office in connection with 
the counterpart German Patent Application, the rights of priority of which are claimed for the 
present application. A copy of the Office Action and a copy of each of these three German 
references are attached. While no English translation of any of these three references or of 
the Office Action is presently readily available, English language Abstracts are provided for 
each of these three German references. Moreover, it is noted that German references 
DE1 01 07583 and DE1 0046631 correspond to US Patent Number 6,534,992 and US 
Published Patent Application Number 2004021448, respectively, and these US patent 
publications are likewise identified in the attached Form PTO/SB/08. 

Since all requirements for the filing of Information Disclosure Statements have been 
complied with, it is requested that the Examiner consider all of the identified references and 
indicate such consideration by enclosing a properly initialed copy of the enclosed Form 
PTO/SB/08 with the initial Office Action. 
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"EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (Wl PO Standard ST.3). " For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign 
of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document 
under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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